
 



Introduction 
 
Much is owed to the previous authors, Val Alliez and Carolyn Hammond. We thank them for laying the foundations upon which this new 
edition has been built. Thanks go, too, to those members of the Richard III Society who responded to the call for suggestions of sites not 
previously included. 
 
Unlike previous editions, the country has been divided into regions, the divisions being taken from the pattern set out by the National 
Trust. This explains why Hertfordshire is included in the East of England. 
 
The web edition has been designed to be a flexible tool which can be updated as necessary.  
 
We hope that this guide will enable members and visitors alike to visit and enjoy places that are associated with Richard III and the people 
he knew.  
 

Guidelines 
 
This edition of Ricardian Britain was designed for web and Wi-Fi devices such as smart phones or mp3 players with Wi-Fi capabilities. 
Some of the features include: 
 

• Addresses with postcodes, and telephone numbers 

• Website addresses 

• e-mail addresses 
 
When available, specific postcodes are included to access maps and directions via GPS/SatNav devices.  Several organisations have 
provided APPs. 
 
Users are directed to each website for opening hours, entrance fees, and additional information such as photographs, directions, 
restaurants, accessibility, parking, etc. about the site.  Please note that some sites are closed during certain months of the year.  Many are 
open only between Easter and September/October. 
 
The visiting of churches and other religious institutions is subject to the timing of services.  Some sites may be closed for special events 
such as weddings, etc. 
 



Visitors who plan to visit several National Trust or English Heritage sites should evaluate the cost of separate admissions against the cost 
of an annual membership. Memberships can be purchased at each site.  Memberships in the above organisations may also provide 
reciprocal benefits in Scotland and Wales when visiting sites managed by Scottish Heritage or CADW. 
 
 
Web addresses change with time. If you find any links that have changed, please let us know so that we can update them. Send changes 
to webr3@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Thank you 

 
 

Beth and Phil Stone 
 

Richard III Society 2011
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SOUTH AND SOUTH WEST 
 

DEVON 
 
EXETER 
Richard visited Exeter in November, 1483, when dealing with the uprising in the West Country and the threat of invasion by Henry Tudor.  
He stayed at the Bishop’s Palace, the bishop, Lionel Woodville, a Buckingham supporter, having hastily vacated it a few hours earlier. 
 
The Guildhall 
The roof of the main hall, completed in 1466, is supported by brackets in the form of the Warwick Bear and Ragged Staff badge.  Among 
the civic insignia are the swords of Edward IV and Henry VII, the latter given to the city for its help in resisting Perkin Warbeck’s forces in 
1497. 
 
Address: Guildhall, Exeter City Council, High Street, Exeter, Devon, EX4 3EB 
Telephone: 01392 665500 
Website: http://www.exeter.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=2894 
e-mail: guildhall@exeter.gov.uk 
Open: Variable hours; see website 
 
 
Rougemont Castle 
The ruins of a red sandstone Norman castle.  According to Shakespeare, Richard III Act IV, Scene 2, a bard of Ireland 
had foretold that Richard would not live long after he had seen Rougemont (or Richmond). Today the walls and 
gatehouse remain from Norman times and the old gateway to the castle contains the oldest non-ecclesiastical Norman 
arch in the country. The inner bailey of the Castle houses the County Court, built in 1774 for the assizes. It is not open to 
the public but the walls and gardens can be explored. 
 
Website: http://www.exeter.gov.uk/ 
 http://www.infobritain.co.uk/Exeter_City_Walls_And_Rougemont_Castle.htm 
Open: Unknown 
 

Directions: The Bishop’s Palace adjoins the Cathedral in Palace Gate; the Guildhall is in the High Street; Rougemont (Exeter Castle) is 
located in the city centre, in Northernhay Park. 

  



 

DORSET 

 
BERE REGIS 
Church of St. John the Baptist 
Bere Regis is the birthplace of Cardinal John Morton.  He gave the church its tower and the fine carved and painted timber roof of the 
nave, one central boss of which is a portrait of himself.  In the north chancel aisle is the Morton Chapel, where he founded a chantry.  In 
the south aisle are the tombs and the heraldic stained glass window of the Turberville family, one of whom, John Turberville, was tried for 
treason with William Collingbourne in 1485. John Morton's mother was Elizabeth Turberville. Tours available; see website for details.   
 
Address: Bere Regis, BH20 7HQ  
Telephone: 01929 471 262 
Website: http://www.bereregis.org 
 
Directions: The village is located near the junctions of the A35 and the A31.  
 
 
CHRISTCHURCH 
Christchurch Castle 
Ruins of the 12th century keep which belonged to the Earls of Salisbury.  In 1471, it passed to the Duke of Clarence and was later granted 
to Lady Margaret Beaufort. 
 
Address: The Norman House, Castle Keep and Motte, Castle Street, Christchurch 
Telephone: 01202 495127 
 0870 333 1181 
Website: http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/daysout/properties/christchurch-castle-and-norman-house/ 
e-mail: customers@english-heritage.org.uk 
Open:   See website 

Admission charge 
 English Heritage Property 
 
Directions: The castle is situated to the northeast of Christchurch Priory  
 



 

Christchurch Priory 
A magnificent Norman church with a 15th century tower and choir.  The Salisbury chantry was erected by Margaret, Countess of Salisbury, 
daughter of the Duke of Clarence, as her own burial place, but she was executed in the Tower of London and buried in the Chapel of St. 
Peter ad Vincula.  Carvings in the choir include: grotesque head and shoulders of a king, possibly Richard III (misericord – north side 
upper stalls, 4th from the altar); Charles VIII of France; Margaret of Burgundy (stall back – northwest side, 2nd from the door); Henry VII 
(stall back – southwest side, 3rd from the door). 
 
Address: Quay Road, Christchurch BH23 1BU 
Telephone: 01202 485804  
Website: www.christchurchpriory.org 
e-mail: verger@christchurchpriory.org 
Open: See website 
 
Directions: The M3 and M27 from London and the South East, and the M40 and A34 from the Midlands. The A35 links Southampton 

with Christchurch.  
 
 
CORFE 
Corfe Castle 
The ruins of a 12th to 16th century castle standing high up in a gap in the Purbeck Hills.  Edward IV appointed the nine year old Richard as 
Constable and granted the manor to Clarence in August,  1462.  Henry VII granted the castle, manor, and lordship to the Lady Margaret 
Beaufort. 
 
Address: The Square, Corfe Castle, Wareham, BH20 5EZ 
Telephone: 01929 481294 
Website: http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-corfecastle 
e-mail: corfecastle@nationaltrust.org.uk 
Open: See website 
 Admission charge 
 National Trust Property 
 
Directions: On A351 Wareham-Swanage road; the castle ruins are on high ground at the north end of the village. 
  



 

PUDDLETOWN 
The Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin 
Sir William Martyn, Lord Mayor of London in 1493, built the Great Hall of Athelhampton in 1485.  On his monument, located in the South 
Chapel, he wears a York collar.  Reginald Pole was the nominal vicar in 1532. 
 
Address: DT2 8SL   
Website: http://www.dorsethistoricchurchestrust.co.uk/puddletown.htm 
  
Directions: 5 miles East of Dorchester on the A35. 
 
 
WHITCOMBE 
Whitcombe Church - this small, seldom used church has two small stained glass rondels on the north side of the altar - one is the Yorkist 
Rose and the other the Sun in Splendour. There is also a medieval wall painting of St. Christopher. 
 
Address: DT2 8xx 
 
Directions: 2 miles southeast of Dorchester on the A352. 
 

 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
 
CIRENCESTER 
Parish Church of St. John the Baptist 
The Chapel of the Holy Trinity, located on the north side of the nave, was built by two knights in the household of Richard, Duke of York, 
whose portrait appears in the stained glass of the east window.  There are Falcon and Fetterlock badges amongst the carving of the stone 
screen. 
 
Address: Market Place, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 2PB  
Telephone: 1285 659317 
Website: http://www.acinc.org.uk 
e-mail: parishoffice@acinc.org.uk  
 
Directions: In the market place in the centre of Cirencester. 



 

GLOUCESTER 
In 1483, Richard III granted the city a Charter of Incorporation and this was commemorated in 1983 by the Richard III Society’s gift of a 
plaque, unveiled by HRH the Duke of Gloucester, on St. Michael’s Tower, depicting the royal arms from the Charter, and of a showcase in 
which the Charter can be permanently displayed in the Guildhall.  Among the civic insignia at the Guildhall is the Mourning Sword, said to 
have been presented to the city by Richard III. 
 
 
SUDELEY 
Sudeley Castle 
16th and 17th century house built onto the ruins of the 15th century castle.  In 1469, Edward IV granted the castle to Richard who held it 
until 1478 when he exchanged it for Richmond Castle.  As it remained Crown property, he became the owner again in 1483.  In 1486, 
Henry VII granted it to Jasper Tudor.  Richard may have built the great banqueting hall.  Admission charge. 
 
Address: Winchcombe, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL54 5JD 
Telephone: 01242 602308 
Website: http://www.sudeleycastle.co.uk 
e-mail: See website 
Open: See website    
 
Directions: Sudeley Castle is located on the edge of Winchcombe, 8 miles northeast of Cheltenham on the B4632 (A46) or 10 miles 

from Junction 9 of the M5.  
 
 
TEWKESBURY 
 
The Yorkists defeated Margaret of Anjou at the Battle of Tewkesbury on the 4 May, 1471, with Richard commanding the left wing.  There 
is a commemorative plinth in the field, called The Vineyards, to the rear of Tewkesbury Abbey, south of the Swilgate Brook. 
 
The site of the battle is across the A38, the Gloucester Road, south of Tewkesbury with the Avon/Severn confluence to the northwest, the 
Abbey to the north and the Swilgate Brook to the east. 
 
 



 

Tewkesbury Abbey 
The bones of George, Duke of Clarence, and his wife Isabel are in a glass topped case in an underground vault behind the altar. A 
lozenge shaped brass marks the burial place of Edward of Lancaster beneath the choir.  Several other nobles slain in the battle, or 
executed afterwards, are also buried in the Abbey.  The inner side of the sacristy door is reinforced with strips of metal from armour found 
on the battlefield. Tours are available on weekdays from Easter to October.  Fee charged. 
 
Address: Church Street, Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire, GL20 5RZ  
Telephone: 01684 850959 
Website: http://www.tewkesburyabbey.org.uk 
e-mail: office@tewkesburyabbey.org.uk 
Open: See Website 
 
Directions:Tewkesbury Abbey is situated 40 miles south of Birmingham and is reached by the M5 motorway, exit junction number 9.  
 
 
Bloody Meadow 
Many of the fleeing Lancastrians were caught trying to cross the Severn.  
 
 
Clarence House 
According to local tradition, the Duke of Clarence stayed here after the battle.  Appropriately enough, the house is now a nightclub. 
 
Address: 140 High Street, Tewkesbury, GL20 5BJ 
Telephone: 01684 292650 
 
 
Gupshill Manor 
Local tradition states that Margaret of Anjou stayed here the night before the battle.  It is now an inn, on the A38 just south of Tewkesbury. 
 
Address: Gloucester Road, Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire, GL20 5SG 
Telephone: 01684 292278 
Website: http://www.gupshillmanor.com 
e-mail: info@gupshillmanor.com



 

Tewkesbury Museum 
Contains relics of the battle and a diorama of the battlefield made by Geoffrey Wheeler.  Admission charge. 
 
Address: 64 Barton Street, Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire GL20 5PX 
Telephone: 01684 292901 
Website: www.tewkesburymuseum.org 
e-mail: admin@tewkesburymuseum.org  
Open: See website 
 
Directions: Opposite the police station 
 
 

SOMERSET 
 
CLEVEDON 
Clevedon Court 
14th century manor house.  Roger Wake was loyal to Richard and fought at Bosworth Field.  Although attainted, he managed to regain his 
property. 
 
Address: Tickenham Road, Clevedon, North Somerset BS21 6QU 
Telephone:  01275 872257 
Website: http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-clevedoncourt 
e-mail: clevedoncourt@nationaltrust.org.uk 
Open: See website 

Admission charge 
National Trust Property 

 

Directions: 1-1/2 miles east of Clevedon, on the Bristol road (B3130), signposted from M5 exit 20  
 
 



 

WELLS 
Wells Cathedral 
On the east wall of the east cloister walk can be seen the traces of the Lady Chapel built by Bishop Stillington, and in which was to be his 
tomb.  A chapel in the southeast transept houses the long tomb chest of John Gunthorpe, Dean of Wells and Richard’s Keeper of the 
Privy Seal.  He built the Deanery and entertained Henry VII there in 1497.  No admission charge but donations are welcome. 
 
Address: Cathedral Offices, Chain Gate, Cathedral Green, Wells. Somerset, BA5 2UE 
Telephone: 01749 674483 
Website: http://www.wellscathedral.org.uk/ 
e-mail: office@wellscathedral.uk.net 
Open: See website 

  

 

WILTSHIRE 
 
BRITFORD 
Church of St. Peter 
Saxon church, reconstructed in the 14th century.  An altar tomb against the north wall of the chancel may be that of the Duke  
of Buckingham, who was executed in 1483. 
 
 
SALISBURY 
Market Place 
A plaque on Debenham’s department store records the execution of the Duke of Buckingham on 2 November, 1483. 
 
Address: Market Place, Blue Boar Row, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 1DE 
Telephone: 01722 333212 
Website: www.debenhams.com 
e-mail: Unknown 
  
 



 

Odeon Cinema 
The foyer is the great hall of the house built in 1470 by John Halle, a rich wool merchant.  A stained glass window shows John Halle 
bearing the banner of the Prince of Wales. 
 
Address: 15 New Canal, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1  
Telephone: 0871 22 44 007 
 
 
Salisbury and South Wiltshire Museum 
14th century gabled house, originally the Salisbury residence of the Abbots of Sherborne, facing the west front of the cathedral.  Richard  
is said to have stayed here in October, 1483 when dealing with the Duke of Buckingham’s rebellion.  The Salisbury exhibit includes a 
small portion of 15th century horse harness and a charter granted by Edward IV to the Tailor’s Guild.  Admission charge. 
 
Address: The King’s House, 65 The Close, Salisbury SP1 2EN 
Telephone: 01722 332151 
Website: www.salisburymuseum.org.uk 
e-mail: museum@salisbuarymuseum.org.uk 
Open: See website 
 
Directions: Follow city centre signs to car parks or Cathedral Close.  
 
 
Salisbury Cathedral 
On the north side of the nave is the alabaster effigy of Sir John Cheney, Henry Tudor’s gigantic standard bearer, who was unhorsed at 
Bosworth by Richard III.  In the north choir aisle is a canopied tomb thought to be that of Bishop Lionel Woodville, brother of Elizabeth 
Woodville. No admission charge but donations are welcome. 
 
Address: The Chapter Office, 6 The Close, Salisbury SP1 2EF 
Telephone: 01722 555120 
Website: http://www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/ 
e-mail: visitors@salcath.co.uk  
Open: All year.  See website for hours. 
 
Directions: From London, take the M3 then the A303 and the A345.  



 

  



 

SOUTH AND SOUTH EAST 
 
BERKSHIRE 
BURGHFIELD 
St. Mary the Virgin Church 
Although rebuilt in Victorian times, this church contains the effigy of the Earl of Salisbury, father of the Kingmaker, Richard Neville.  It is 
believed that the effigy was moved from Bisham Abbey at the time of the Dissolution of the Monasteries. 
 
Address: Church Lane, Burghfield, Berkshire, RG30 3TG 
 
Location: 5 miles southwest of Reading on a minor road off the A4. 
 
 
WINDSOR 
Windsor Castle 
The collection of royal portraits in the private apartments includes one of Richard III. The castle and State Apartments may be closed  
at specific times.  Admission charge. 
 
Address: Berkshire, SL4 1NJ 
Telephone: 020 7766 7304 
Website: http://www.royal.gov.uk 
 http://www.windsor.gov.uk 
e-mail: information@royalcollection.org.uk 
Open: See website 
  
 
 
 



 

St. George's Chapel 
Edward IV began building the Chapel for the Order of the Knights of the Garter and Richard continued the 
building during his reign.  The Chapel contains brass stall plates showing the names and arms of most of the 
Knights, including Richard, Edward IV, Elizabeth Woodville, Henry VI (reinterred here from his original grave 
in Chertsey Abbey by Richard in 1484). Richard's sister Anne St. Leger, Duchess of Exeter and William, 
Lord Hastings are all buried here.  The Bishop Oliver King Chantry in the south choir aisle has 15th century 
panel portraits of Edward of Lancaster, Edward IV, Edward V (uncrowned) and Henry VII. The misericord of 
the Sovereign's stall is carved with a representation or the meeting of Edward IV and Louis XI on the bridge 
at Picquigny in 1475.  St. George’s Chapel is closed to visitors on  Sundays. 
 
Directions:  The main entrance to the Castle is in Castle Hill, a turning east off the High Street. 
 
 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
 
BISHAM 
Bisham Abbey 
Elizabethan manor house incorporating part of the 14th century priory founded by William de Montacute, First Earl of Salisbury, from 
whose descendants it passed to the Nevilles.  It was the burial place of Warwick the Kingmaker and his family, including Edward  
of Warwick, son of the Duke of Clarence.  There are no monuments, but there is some armorial stained glass in the drawing room.  The 
badly worn effigy of the Earl of Salisbury, Warwick's father, taken from Bisham in the 16th century, is now in the church at Burghfield. 
 
Address: Bisham near Marlow, Buckinghamshire, SL71RT 
Telephone: 01628 476911 
Website: http://www.bishamabbeynsc.co.uk/ 
e-mail: bdmbishamabbey@leisureconnection.co.uk 
Open:  By special arrangement.  Contact: the Director, Bisham Abbey National Sports Centre at the address above or by e-mail. 
 
Directions: The Abbey is about 1 mile south of Marlow, between the main A404 road and the River Thames.



 

STONY STRATFORD 
In April 1483, Edward V spent the night at Stony Stratford, traditionally at either the Rose and Crown or the Swan, during his journey to 
London.  The next morning, Richard reached the town, assumed his protectorship and arrested Earl Rivers, Lord Richard Grey and 
Sir Thomas Vaughan. 
 
Very few buildings contemporary with Richard now remain.  In the High Street, the Rose and Crown is now a private house with a modern 
frontage, marked with a plaque recording the tradition that Richard "captured" Edward V there. It is not open to the public. The Swan is 
now called the "Different Drummer”. 
 
Website: http://www.stonystratford.co.uk/ 
Address: Different Drummer Hotel, 92/94 High Street, Stony Stratford MK11 1AH 
Telephone: 01908 564733 
Website: http://www.hoteldifferentdrummer.co.uk/ 
e-mail: info@hoteldifferentdrummer.co.uk 
 
Directions:  Stony Stratford is a market town on the A5, 14 miles south of Northampton.  
 
 
STOWE 
Stowe School 
Late 16th century relief carving in wood of the Battle of Bosworth, possibly made for an Earl of Oxford.  This is now above the door of the 
Headmaster’s study and may be viewed by appointment only.  Contact the Visitors Services Manager of the Stowe House Preservation 
Trust at 01280 818229.  Tours are available. 
 
Address: Buckingham, MK18 5EH 

Telephone: 01280 818166 
Website: www.shpt.org 
e-mail: enquiries@stowe.co.uk 
Open:  See website 

 
Directions: 3miles northwest of Buckingham via Stowe Avenue, off the A422 Buckingham-Banbury road. Motorway access from M40 

(exits 9 to 11) and M1 (exit 13 or 15a).  
 



 

HAMPSHIRE 
 
BEAULIEU 
Beaulieu Abbey 
The Countess of Warwick took sanctuary here after the Battle of Barnet in 1471 and remained here until the summer of 1472 when, as the 
result of Richard’s efforts on her behalf, she was allowed to return to the North under the protection of Sir James Tyrell.  Perkin Warbeck 
fled here in September, 1497 after the abortive siege of Exeter, but was lured out by promises of safety.  The Abbey gatehouse, now 
Palace House, is part of the National Motor Museum and includes an exhibition of monastic life.  Admission charge. 
 
Address: Beaulieu Enterprises Limited, John Montagu Building, Beaulieu, Brockenhurst, SO42 7ZN  
Telephone: 01590 612345 
Website: http://www.beaulieu.co.uk 
e-mail: See website 
Open: See website 
 
Directions: Beaulieu is situated in the south of England, in the New Forest between Bournemouth and Southampton.  From London take 

the M3, then the M27 westbound, exiting at Junction 2 on to the A326.  
 

 



 

KENT 
 
CANTERBURY  
The municipal records contain an account of Richard’s visit to Canterbury in 1483 when, as at other places, he refused the gift of a large 
sum of money offered by the city. 
 
Canterbury Cathedral 
A 15th century stained glass window high in the north transept depicts Edward IV, Elizabeth Woodville and their seven children.  The tomb 
of Archbishop Thomas Bourchier who crowned Edward IV, Richard III, and Henry VII is on the north side of the Presbytery, and the 
cenotaph of Cardinal John Morton is in the crypt. Admission charge. 
 
Address: 11 The Precincts, Canterbury, CT1 2EH 
Telephone: 01227 762862 
Website: http://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/ 
e-mail: enquiries@canterbury-cathedral.org 
 
Directions: The Cathedral is located in the city centre and can be reached by either the  

M2 or the M20. 

 



 

EASTWELL 
According to legend and local tradition, an unacknowledged illegitimate son of Richard III, one Richard Plantagenet, a stonemason, lived 
here.  The parish register which records the death of Richard Plantagenet in 1550 is now kept at the Kent Archives Office, County Hall, 
Maidstone. 
 
Eastwell Church 
Only the tower and some parts of the walls remain.  A box tomb on the right hand side of the altar is said to be Richard Plantagenet’s 
grave but it is more probably that of Sir Walter Moyle who died in 1480.  The Church stands in the southern part of Eastwell Park. 
 
Plantagenet’s Cottage 
Said to have been built by Richard Plantagenet as his own home but now extensively modernised. 
 
Address: TN25 4HR   
 
Directions: Eastwell is located near Ashford, Kent. 
 
 
IGHTHAM 
Ightham Mote 
A 14th to 16th century moated manor house belonging to the Haute family who were related to the Woodvilles.  It is sometimes mistakenly 
thought to have been granted to Sir Robert Brackenbury by Richard III. (Brackenbury was granted The Mote in Maidstone of which 
nothing but the name now remains.)  Admission charge. 
 
Address: Ivy Hatch, Sevenoaks, TN15 0NT 
Telephone: 01732 810378 
Website: http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-ighthammote 
e-mail: ighthammote@nationaltrust.org 
Open: See website 

National Trust Property 
 

Directions: Exit 2 off M20 to Borough Green and A25, then follow brown signs. Exit 5 off M25 to A25 following Maidstone signs. 
  



 

TONBRIDGE 
Tonbridge Castle 
Kent’s best example of a motte-and-bailey castle with gatehouse remaining.  Owned by the Stafford family from 1348 until 1520.  
Admission charge. 
 
Address: Castle Street, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 1BG 
Telephone: 01732 770929 
Website: www.tonbridgecastle.org 
e-mail: tonbridge.castle@tmbc.gov.uk 
Open: See website 
 
Directions: Tonbridge Castle lies just off Tonbridge High Street.  

 
 
SURREY 
 
RICHMOND 
 
Richmond Palace 
The Palace of Sheen, a favourite royal manor, granted by Edward IV to Elizabeth Woodville, was rebuilt on a grander scale by Henry VII in 
1501 and renamed Richmond.  Nothing now remains. 



 


