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OUR MISSION
In the belief that many features of the traditional accounts of the character and career of Richard
[1T are neither supported by sufficient evidence nor reasonably tenable, the Society aims to pro-
mote, in every possible way, research into the life and times of Richard III, and to secure a reas-
sessment of the material relating to this period, and of the role of this monarch in English history.

FOREWORD

Once again, I take pleasure in introducing our annual report for 2009/2010, demonstrating as it
does that we are in good shape and making progress across all our areas of activity while we still
face challenges in maintaining our membership numbers and ensuring that Richard I11 is given a
fair hearing in the press and media. In one respect, it has been a sad year, with the death of our co
-founder and senior Vice President, Isolde Wigram, in November 2009. We have paid full tribute
to Isolde in the Bulletin and on the website but I should like to record again here the immense
debt that she was owed by the Society.

Again, we have maintained a public profile, attending the Leeds Medieval Congress,
Tewkesbury and Bosworth. It is also very pleasing to see that the Richard I1I and Yorkist History
Trust has issued its thirteenth publication. Next year is the twenty-fifth anniversary of the found-
ing of the Trust; during these vears it has brought the Society much credit, demonstrating our
commitment to good quality professional historical scholarship.

This report provides a useful source of information about the society and its achievements,
at the same time reflecting the dedication and hard work of the many members who voluntarily
give their services at all levels of the Society. As I try to tell them from time to time, | am very
grateful for their commitment and enthusiasm. I would particularly like to thank our President,
Peter Hammond, for chairing the new Ways & Means Committee, which is proving invaluable to
the good running of the Society. In these austere times, we remain a financially sound and confi-
dent organisation, and we will continue to work vigorously to further the rehabilitation of Rich-
ard I11’s reputation.

Phil Stone (Chairman)

THE SOCIETY

The Society was founded in 1924 under the name The Fellowship of the White Boar. It was re-
founded in 1956 on a wider membership basis and formally changed its name to The Richard I11
Society in 1959. The Society is an incorporated body bound by a constitution and managed by an
executive committee elected at the AGM, which takes place each October.

Patron, President and Vice Presidents: HRH The Duke of Gloucester, KG, GCVO, has been
the Society’s Patron since 1980. Peter Hammond was re-clected President at the 2009 AGM.,
For the year October 2009 to September 2010 five vice-presidents were elected: John Audsley,
Kitty Bristow, Moira Habberjam, Carolyn Hammond, Robert Smith and Isolde Wigram. It is
with great sadness that we record the death of our senior Vice President, Isolde Wigram, during
the reporting year.



Executive Committee: At the 2009 AGM the following were elected to serve on the committee:
Lesley Boatwright, Howard Choppin, Paul Foss, Marion Mitchell, Lynda Pidgeon, John Saun-
ders, Phil Stone, Anne Sutton, Richard Van Allen, David Wells, Susan Wells, Geoffrey
Wheeler. Phil Stone was subsequently re-elected chairman.

The Executive Committee meeting in London on the 24th July 2010. From left around the table: Anne Sut-
ton, Howard Choppin, Geoffrey Wheeler, Marion Mitchell, Paul Foss, Phil Stone, David Wells, Susan
Wells, Lesley Boatwright, Richard Van Allan, and Lynda Pidgeon. John Saunders isn't there as he took the
photograph.

Standing Committees: these are permanent bodies with specific tasks and responsibilities dele-
gated from the Executive Committee. Current standing committees are: Research Committee,
Visits Committee, Bulletin Editorial Committee, and the Ways & Means Sub-Committee.
Working Parties: these are temporary bodies established by the Executive Committee to exam-
ine a specific area of Society business. Current working parties are as follows: Website Working
Party, Education ( Year Seven Medieval History) Working Party, and the Constitution Working
Party. The latter two did not meet during the reporting year.

The Robert Hamblin Award for Service to the Society: this award was established in 2002 to
recognise members who have given significant service to the Society; it is named in honour of
the late Robert Hamblin who was chairman of the Society from 1989 to 2002, In 2009 the award
was made to Julia Redlich of the New South Wales Branch in recognition of her outstanding ser-
vice to the branch and to the Ricardian cause in Australia.

SECRETARIAT
The role of the Secretariat is an important one, providing support for the Chairman and Executive
Committee as well as being the key link between the Society’s management and the wider mem-
bership. It is also the first point of contact for general Society enquiries made through the web-
site. During 2009/10, in addition to the above, the activities undertaken by the Joint Secretaries,
Susan and David Wells, included:

. Organisation of Members” Day and Annual General Meeting

. Assisting with the Society’s marquee at the annual Bosworth weekend

. Providing secretarial support for the Ways & Means Sub-Committee

. Working with the Sales Officer to ensure prompt dispatch of mail order goods and pro-

motion of tote bags and any other new items
. General correspondence on a range of Society matters



MEMBERSHIP
During the reporting year the membership function has continued to be managed by Brian and
Wendy Moorhen, with Wendy also acting as membership liaison officer. The Society subscrip-
tion year runs from 2 October, as opposed to our financial year which begins 1 April. The statis-
tics below are taken from the membership year running from 2 October 2009 to 1 October 2010
and relate to the status of the membership as at 31 March 2010.

At 31 March 2010 we had 1846 paid memberships of which 55 were part paid. Total indi-
vidual membership, after adjustment for the family membership category (which assumes 2 per
household). lapsed members who may yet pay their subscriptions and inclusion of the USA
branch (470), stood at 2608 as compared to 2699 last year.. The number of lapsed members has
continued to fall again this year. Lapsed members are those who fail to renew their subscriptions
but do not officially resign from the Society. They receive the December Bulletin but are re-
moved from the mailing list in the new year. This year 245 letters (237 last vear) were sent to
such members and the figure in this category as at 31 March was 140 (134 last year). The final
lapsed figure for the subscription year 2008/2009 was 110. In addition 70 records were removed
from the active database at the end of the subscription year as a result of resignations, deaths and
the removal of members who had moved home but had not advised the Society of their new for-
warding address. Last year this figure was 149,

The membership database records the breakdown by country (family memberships count-
ing as one unit and including lapsed and resigned members) as follows: Andorra 1; Australia 81;
Austria 1; Barbados 1; Belgium 1; Canada 71; Denmark 1; France 11; Germany 12; Greece 1;
Ireland 1; Italy 3; Japan 3; Kenya 1; Malta 1; New Zealand 23; Portugal 1; Russia 1; South Af-
rica 2; Spain 3; Sweden 2; The Netherlands 8; UK 1825; USA (including members of US
Branch) 438.

During the reporting vear the Society introduced a gift membership scheme, and 7 were
purchased up to 31 March 2010,

From 1 April 2008 to 31 March 2009 there were 157 applications to join the Society (up
from 152 last year), the vast majority having been recruited via the internet. Overall the Society’s
annual attrition rate is greater than our recruitment rate although the gap continues to narrow.
Retention of members continues to be a priority for the Executive Committee, who continue to
seek new ways to consolidate and expand our membership base.

RICARDIAN COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLICATIONS

The Ricardian has been published since 1961 and over the years has developed into a
widely-respected scholarly journal of late-fifteenth-century studies. It continues to flourish under
Anne Sutton’s editorship and enjoys a good assortment of contributions from members and aca-
demics, and has no trouble in finding an excellent array of reviewers. Volume XX of The Ricar-
dian carried seven articles and twenty-five reviews. These reviews of books and articles continue
to bring members up to date with publications on the period. The 2010 issue is a particularly well
illustrated one. A study by William Connor of the Register of Robert Stillington, Bishop of Bath
and Wells, is copiously illustrated by the pen and ink decorations of this book. His clerk was an
exponent of the fashionable style of writing which involved elaborate strapwork. The article also
gives a brief survey of Stillington’s career and the officers who were involved in putting his reg-
ister together, notably Hugh Sugar. There are two photographs of the tomb of Sir Henry Pierre-
pont (died 1499), which is analysed in detail by Matthew Ward along with the knight’s family
and career; the tomb attracted this study because of its striking lack of surviving heraldry. Alison
Hanham contributes a brief but fascinating study of the mysterious and treasonable letter or
‘manifesto” written by Sir George Browne datable to Richard 111's reign. Cliff Davies reprises his
argument concerning modern historians’ misuse of the word “Tudor’ to define the five monarchs
1485-1603, their reigns and their subjects, thereby conferring a spurious unity upon them. He
asks for historians to use the term with more thought. Hannes Kleineke edits a report from



Hermann Wanmate, clerk of the London Steelyard, composed as he left London in December

1468 after Edward IV’s arrest of Hanse merchants. It was directed to his masters in Lubeck. The

editor gives a full account of Wanmate’s activities and explains each item of English news in the

report. Tig Lang provides an insight into the medicine of the Yorkist court using Harleian MS

1628 in which its author sometimes identified the patients for whom the medicines were

prescribed, including Edward IV and Richard I1I; it was perhaps the book of John Clerk, royal

apothecary 1462-84. Lastly the editor provides a detailed biography of London heiress Alice

Domenyk and her three husbands, the attractive places of St Bartholomew’s Hospital Close and

Isleworth where she lived, and the trials brought her by her third husband who indulged in trea-

son to Edward IV in 1468 and 1470-71.

Ricardian Bulletin: the Society’s in-house magazine was first published in 1974. A new
style and format for the magazine was launched in the summer of 2003. Now edited by Lesley
Boatwright, it has continued throughout the reporting year to offer an increasing range of Society
-focused information and historical articles. During the reporting year the magazine carried a
series of articles on the quincentenary of the deaths of Henry VII and Margaret Beaufort and arti-
cles covering new interpretations of the Sheriff Hutton tomb and the battle of Bosworth.

Society Website: the site continues to be an increasingly important means for communi-
cating with members and the public throughout the world. Recruitment via the internet exceeds
all other sources by a considerable margin. The website is managed by the Webmaster, Jane
Weaver, and Web Content Manager, Beth Stone, who work as a team to keep the site up-to-date,
interesting, and user-friendly. The “What’s New’ section is particularly active, with new items of
interest. Over the past year, the following changes/improvements have occurred: incorporation of
a new search engine; consolidation of Branches and Groups calendars, web addresses, and email
addresses from several locations into the Society section; transfer of the Library from Education
to its own stand-alone section; creation of a Calendar which parallels the Calendar printed in the
Bulletin, ongoing work to standardise fonts, particularly headline fonts, for easier reading.

Early in 2009 the website was presented with a “Best of the Web” award by the educa-
tional website Shmoop. At the 2009 AGM, and later on the web, members were offered an op-
portunity to evaluate the website and offer ideas and suggestions. Despite the small response the
feedback was valuable and appreciated. A work in progress is the development of the web edi-
tion of Ricardian Britain which is intended to be GPS-friendly which will help those with satel-
lite navigation in their cars. It also will contain along with other information, website and email
addresses, when known, of Ricardian sites.

Electronic Newsletter: the purpose of this occasional newsletter is to inform members of
critical matters in between issues of the Bulletin and is available to all members with an email
address. There were no issues during the reporting year and the future of the newsletter is now
under review.

PUBLIC RELATIONS, PUBLICITY AND THE MEDIA

During 2009/2010 we continued to be proactive in responding to media coverage of Richard I11

and the Yorkist period. We also continued to explore new ways to engage with the media to pro-

mote the positive view of Richard 11T and to attract new members. Highlights of the year include:

. A presence at major medieval events in particular Tewkesbury and Bosworth, where we
have representation via our own stalls, selling books and promoting the Society. These
two events are amongst the biggest of their kind in the United Kingdom. We are grateful
for the important contribution made by local branches to many of these events.

. We have expanded our range of promotional items which are in stock and available for
sale to members. The first item is a hessian-type tote bag, suitable for hanging from the
shoulder; the bag has Richard’s portrait on one side and the name of the Society on the
other. In the pipeline are carrier bags also with Richard’s portrait on one side and the So-
ciety’s name on the obverse, and a replica of Richard’s badge, the boar, in pewter to be
worn as a lapel pin. This is a replica of a silver-gilt boar found in Sussex and now in the



British Museum and similar to the one recently found on the Bosworth Battlefield.

. Media interest continues to be shown in the Society, and its Public and Customer Rela-
tions Officer, Richard Van Allen, was approached by a number of programme makers
seeking our input, including a factual programme on the Princes in the Tower, a television
series on Richard and a proposal for a film version of Sharon Penman’s novel The Sunne
in Splendour.

. We also continue to receive queries from a range of sources, including media, writers
working on books involving Richard as well as general enquiries about items such as an-
tiques. People are coming to the Society in increasing numbers for information, many via
our website, indicating that we are being recognised as a reliable source for information
about Richard III and his times.

RICARDIAN RESEARCH
The Society’s primary purpose is to promote research into the life and times of Richard 111 and
we undertake this through four key areas: The Ricardian, research projects, publications and indi-
vidual members’ research. Other major activities this vear include continuing work on the fol-
lowing:

The Wills Projects: with both the two volumes of the Logge register, and the Wills Index CD
-ROM successfully launched, we have continued to promote these publications at every
opportunity.

New Wills Project: the transcription of wills made in English from the Prerogative Court of
York. This is now completed and the results will be made available either in published
form or on the website.

Transcription of PRO/E404 (1475-1491): these documents cover the records of the Excheq-
uer during the reigns of Edward IV, Edward V, Richard III and beyond. Work has contin-
ued on this project.

Transcription and translation of the Middleham Accounts: this project is making good
progress and is currently being reviewed and edited with a view to eventual publication.

New Research Project — The Ricardian Chronicle: a preliminary announcement was made
about this new major project, which aims to record events and activities in England in a
chronological order for the period April 1483 to August 1485. The project will be for-
mally launched during 2010/11.

Bursaries: the Society funds three annual bursaries, one administered by the Centre for Me-
dieval Studies, University of York, one by the Institute of Historical Research, London
and the third by the Society itself. This last is open to members studying for higher de-
grees. The [HR bursary was awarded to Simon Lambe whose subject is “The Somerset
Gentry during the
Reign of Henry VII and Henry VIII'. The York bursary for 2009/10 was delayed but
awarded after the end of the reporting year to Mark Williamson. The title of his disserta-
tion is ‘Physiognomy, Emotion and Spectatorship in early Netherlandish Martyrdom and
Judicial Scenes of the Fifteenth century’. The current holder of the Society bursary is Mat-
thew Ward, who is studying for an MA degree at Nottingham University. He is research-
ing the politics of aristocratic death in Lancastrian and Yorkist England and has contrib-
uted an article to the 2010 Ricardian.

The Research Weekend 2009 had to be cancelled owing to lack of uptake, but the 2010 Re-
search Weekend was already fully booked by the end of the reporting year.

Triennial Conference: the tenth conference was held from 28 to 30 March 2008 and took
place at the Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester. The theme was ‘England’s Greatest
Mystery — The Princes in the Tower’. The proceedings continued to be published in the
Bulletin during the reporting year. Plans are progressing for the next conference to be held
in2012.



Leeds International Medieval Congress - the Society provided a stall at the Historical So-
cieties Fair to promote Richard III and our publications. A session was also sponsored
where three papers were presented (by Lesley Boatwright, Wendy Moorhen and Lynda
Pidgeon) to promote the publication of the Logge wills, under the title “Will Power: Sex,
Politics, and Salvation in the Logge Register of PCC Wills 1479-86°. The congress attracts
one and a half thousand academics from around seventy universities worldwide.

Palaeography Course: one new member enrolled for the course during the vear. The course
receives positive feedback from participants, who often go on to develop their skills fur-
ther and engage in primary research.

EDUCATION
We are continuing to work on the project to produce educational material on Richard 11T for sec-
ondary schools. Given the on-going changes in the educational curriculum and the current debate
over the teaching of history in schools, advice is being sought on how best to bring this project to
a successful conclusion. We therefore expect further progress during 2010/11.

BARTON LIBRARY
During the reporting year forty-two new items were added to the collections of books and audio-
visual material that are available for members to borrow, many by donation from generous mem-
bers. Disappointingly, only eighty-five items were borrowed: twenty-three non-fiction books, ten
novels, twenty-four papers and twenty-eight tapes. In addition to advising members on their
choice of reading material, the Library team also looked up information, and supplied photocop-
ies.
BRANCHES AND GROUPS

During the year under report the number of recognised branches and groups fell to a total of 19
branches and 10 groups. Two of the groups appear to be ‘dormant’, but the remainder of the
branches and groups are all active, with regular programmes of events. All the extant groups are
located in England. Of the branches, four are in Australia, one in Canada, eleven in England, one
in New Zealand, one in Scotland, and one in the United States of America. The Branch and
Group Liaison Officer, John Ashdown Hill, continues the important role of providing a link be-
tween the branches and groups themselves and with the wider Society.

Many, though not all, branches and groups publish newsletters or journals and send copies
to the liaison officer for eventual inclusion in the Society’s “papers’ library. From these publica-
tions the liaison officer compiles a quarterly electronic Ricardian Roundup which is sent to all
branch and group secretaries, and to any other society members who have requested it. Some
other branches and groups which do not forward a regular journal contribute articles and infor-
mation to the Roundup from time to time. It also includes a calendar of all notified Branch and
Group events covering the next four months.

RICHARD HI & YORKIST HISTORY TRUST

The Richard 111 & Yorkist History Trust is a charitable trust established by the Richard I1I Soci-
ety in 1986 to further education and research related to the history of late-fifteenth-century Eng-
land and to encourage the publication of such research. It took over most of the Society’s aca-
demic publishing activities but retains close links with its parent body, which appoints the major-
ity of its nine trustees. The principal duties of these Trustees are to commission and see through
the press new publications and assess applications from scholars and publishers for financial as-
sistance towards their research and the expenses of publication. During the reporting year Wendy
Moorhen stood down as a trustee and was replaced by Lynda Pidgeon. Susan and David Wells
were appointed joint secretaries of the Trust. In the past eighteen years the Trust has published
thirteen books, the latest being The Herald's Memoir 1486-1490: Court Ceremonial, Royval Pro-
gress and Rebellion edited by Emma Cavell, which was launched at the College of Arms in
January 2010.



RICARDIAN HERITAGE
There are a number of associated organisations that reflect the Society’s links during the report-
ing vear with places of Ricardian interest:
Ricardian Churches Restoration Fund: a full list of the fund’s donations is to be found on
the Society’s website. The current RCRF trustees are Elizabeth Nokes and Phil Stone.
Friends of Fotheringhay: Phil Stone, the Fotheringhay co-ordinator, is a member of the
‘Friends’ committee, and over the years the Society has given many gifts, both practical
and financial, to the church.
Friends of Barley Hall: the York Archacological Trust (YAT), who own the Hall have now
resumed day-to-day management of the building. The YAT have been successful with
their management and have promoted a number of interesting exhibitions, and made im-
provements to the shop. A group of former Barley Hall trustees acts as advisors to the
YAT including Lynda Pidgeon and Carolyn and Peter Hammond. The Friends of Barley
Hall has now become an electronic organisation. Email friendsofbarleyhall@yorkat.co.uk
to receive the free newsletter. Individual support for Barley Hall can also be achieved
through membership of the Friends of the York Archaeological Trust..

RICARDIAN MEMORIALS AND COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS

The Society holds three annual commemorations: this year’s Bosworth Commemoration took
place on 23 August 2009 with the traditional service at Sutton Cheney and the opportunity to
view the newly revamped exhibition at the Battlefield Centre and the Society’s portal. On Satur-
day 12 December the annual carol service was held at Fotheringhay, preceded by Christmas
lunch at the village hall. The annual Requiem Mass was celebrated at the shrine of Our Lady of
Ipswich on Saturday 26 June 2010. This took place later than usual and so is outside the reporting
year. The 2009 event took place in March of that year and was covered in the previous annual
report. There were no new memorials inaugurated during the reporting year.

VISITS
The Visits Committee organised two one-day trips and a five-day long weekend in 2009, together
with the annual visits to Bosworth and Fotheringhay. The first trip was on a bright and breezy
day in May to the Historic Dockyards at Portsmouth, where members viewed the Mary Rose, still
wrapped in her haze of fine spray but as awe-inspiring as ever. The long weekend was Swansea-
based and was very enjoyable but damp. Ironically, the one wholly sunny day was when the party
ventured into heart of Tudor territory — Pembroke. On a mellow September day a party visited
Crowland, to visit the parish church which is all that remains of the medieval Croyland Abbey,
the time there being sandwiched between a baptism and a wedding. The Visits Committee would
like to see more members joining the coaches to Bosworth and Fotheringhay, as well as our other
trips. The committee, led by the Visits Officer, Marian Mitchell, is a small band of dedicated
volunteers who endeavour to arrange interesting outings at reasonable prices. As with all things,
the cost of hiring a coach, which is the biggest expenditure for a day, escalates each year. Coach
costs are based on a take-up of 30, which we only just achieve on occasions, so please support
the trips.
SALES

The Society’s sales function continues to be delivered by a small team of able and willing volun-
teers, led by the Sales Liaison Officer, Sally Empson. The Executive Committee remains very
grateful to them for their continuing hard work and commitment to the Society. The sales team’s
efforts resulted in a total gross sales figure of £2133.20. The Logge wills volumes were again a
best seller; the Society’s new branded tote bag was another highly popular item.



FUTURE PLANS

By keeping a watchful eye on our financial position to ensure that the recent consolidation is
maintained and with our renewed focus on raising our profile, a number of new initiatives are
planned. Specific plans and objectives for the future are:

To undertake a comprehensive review of our website, looking at its content, format and
accessibility. We will also expand our internet presence, doing this by exploring the use of
social networking sites such as Facebook.

To continue watching out for and taking up media opportunities that offer the chance to
make the positive case for King Richard. Media interest in the Society is increasing all the
time and we continue to be approached by programme makers seeking our help. In pros-
pect there are a possible television series on Richard 11l and a proposal for a film version
of Sharon Penman’s novel The Sunne in Splendour. The Society looks forward to engag-
ing positively in both.

To continue supporting the Richard [1I & Yorkist History Trust’s on-going programme of
publications, at the same time encouraging the publication of the Proceedings of the 2005
Cambridge Triennial, the Education Pack, the updated History of the Society and a revised
Ricardian Britain.

To continue to have a presence at the prestigious Leeds Medieval Congress and to build
on the success of the Wills Project by maintaining the Society’s research programme and
developing new projects that allow participation by members.

2011/12 will be the 550th anniversary of the birth of John de la Pole, Richard’s heir pre-
sumptive. We plan to have a number of events focusing on the de la Poles, which will
include a study day, a series of articles in the Bulletin and, it is to be hoped, a plaque com-
memorating John and his brothers near to the tomb of their parents in Wingfield Church.
They kept the Yorkist opposition to the Tudors alive right up until 1525,

The next Triennial conference will be held in 2012, and will focus on the new interpreta-
tions of the Battle of Bosworth following the recent extensive archaeological survey un-
dertaken across the battlefield area. The programme will include a guided visit to the bat-
tlefield.

2011 will be the 50th anniversary of The Ricardian and the 25th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of the Richard IIT & Yorkist History Trust and we shall commemorate both dur-
ing the year. Looking further ahead, 2014 will see the ninetieth anniversary of the found-
ing of the Society and we will plan a programme of events to commemorate this mile-
stone.



