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1950’s 

 

WOMAN’S HOUR BBC Radio: Interview with Stephen Usherwood historian, and Isolde Wigram 

(Former Secretary &Vice President, Richard III Society). 
 

HISTORICAL WHODUNNITS BBC Radio: Hugh Ross Williamson on ‘The Princes in the Tower’ 

(incomplete). 
 

TEX AND JINX Radio Show USA: N.B.C.: Interview with Alexander Clark of ‘The Friends of Richard 

III Inc.’ and Sir Laurence Olivier after the American premiere of the film of ‘Richard III’, 1956. 

 

1970 

 

EPITAPH FOR BOSWORTH FIELD Radio Leicester: Maurice and Alison Dunsmore. Interviews with 

Dr. D. T. Williams, Margaret York, medieval music, etc. 

 

A GOOD WORD FOR RICHARD III A.B.C. (Australian Broadcasting Corporation): and soundtrack 

of episode in the film series ‘Tribunal’: ‘The Princes in the Tower’. 

 

COUNTY CONTACT Radio Leicester: Margaret York on Richard III and the Society. 

 

1971 

 

NOW READ ON BBC Radio: Discussion and reviews of Ricardian novels: ‘We Speak No Treason’, 

‘Trail of Blood’, and ‘The Killing of Richard III’, with Magnus Magnusson, Antonia Fraser, etc. 

 

TEWKESBURY QUINCENTENARY: ‘Son et lumiere’ soundtrack, narrated by John Neville 

(includes battle). 

 

1973 

 

KALEIDOSCOPE BBC Radio 4: Reviews: Opening of National Portrait Gallery ‘Richard III’ 

exhibition with Anthony Cheetham, Dr. Roy Strong, Dr. Pamela Tudor-Craig (Lady Wedgwood), etc. 

 

WORLD AT ONE BBC Radio 4: William Hardcastle and Jeremy Potter (past Chairman, Richard III 

Society) on exhibition. (On tape listed above.) 

 

KALEIDOSCOPE BBC Radio 4: Professor A. R. Myers reviews ‘This Son of York’, biography of 

Edward IV, by Mary Clive. 

 

PERSONALITY AND THE PORTRAIT BBC Radio 3: ‘Portrait and Myth’, Dr. David Piper of NPG 

on portraits, including Richard III. 

 

THE LONG MARCH OF EVERYMAN BBC Radio 4: ‘Horsemen; 1066 – Middle Ages’, social 

history, with the voices of everyday people narrating historical events. 

 

FACT & FICTION BBC TV: ‘Richard III’ with Dr. Charles Ross and Rosemary Hawley Jarman. 
 

HUMANITIES FILM FORUM USA: Discussion following Olivier’s film of ‘Richard III’ with Dr. 

Ronald Berman and Professor Paul Murray Kendall. 
 

1974 

 

HISTORY LONG AGO BBC Schools Radio: ‘The Tower of London’ (with slides). 

 

UNSOLVED MYSTERIES BBC TV: Magnus Magnusson ‘Uncrowned heads’ (includes Edward V). 

 

 



3 

 

1975 

 

HISTORY IN EVIDENCE BBC Schools Radio: ‘The Decay of Feudalism’: Richard III. 

 

SCAN BBC Schools TV: ‘Richard III: Man or Monster?’ with Brian Rawlinson. Dramatised excerpts 

from history with Michael Williams as Richard III (2 parts). 

 

CHAPEL OF KINGS BBC TV: Quincentenary of St. George’s Chapel, Windsor.  

 

1976 

 

THE DEVOTEES BBC Radio 4 Series: ‘The Richard III Society’ with Jeremy Potter (past Chairman, 

Richard III Society), Rosemary Hawley Jarman. 

 

Radio Sheffield: Yorkshire Branch members’ interview and discussion. 

 

Radio Leicester: Margaret York interview. 

 

SECOND VERDICT BBC TV Series: Fictional detectives Barlow and Watt (Stratford Johns and Frank 

Windsor), investigate the mystery of the Princes in the Tower, with Dr. Pamela Tudor-Craig (Lady 

Wedgwood). 

 

1977 

 

SHAKESPEARE AND THE HISTORIES BBC Radio 3 Series: To coincide with the broadcasting of 

the ‘Vivat Rex’ plays (see Drama). Professor Emrys Jones on ‘Henry VI’, Peggy Ashcroft on 

‘Margaret of Anjou’, Dr. Charles Ross on ‘Richard III’. 

 

BEST SEAT IN THE HOUSE Canadian Broadcasting Corporation: Kenneth Saise and M. More 

discuss Shakespeare’s ‘Richard III’ and history. Dramatised excerpts. 

 

A BAG OF SECRETS BBC Radio 4: ‘The Secrets of Power (1477 – 1535)’. James Webb on the trials 

of Clarence, Warbeck and Anne Boleyn from PRO documents. 

 

Local Branch Talks: 

THE DE LA POLES OF KINGSTON UPON HULL: Miss Marie Chinnery. 

 

THE NEWARKE AND KING RICHARD’S GRAVE: Mr Roy Bishop. 

 

1978 

 

Local Branch Talks: 

THE CHARTER OF INCORPORATION AND THE HIGH CROSS, GLOUCESTER: Mrs Gwen 

Waters. 

 

SIR RALPH DE ASSHETON: Mrs B. Lloyd. 

 

THE BATTLE OF BLORE HEATH: Mrs Audrey Cartwright. 

 

1979 

 

THE PRINCES IN THE TOWER BBC Radio 4: Dramatised documentary of Elizabeth Jenkins’s book. 

Narrated by Robert Harris. 

 

KALEIDOSCOPE BBC Radio 4: Dr. Pamela Tudor-Craig (Lady Wedgwood) reviews Elizabeth 

Jenkins’s book. (On tape listed above.) 
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1980 

 

Local Branch Talks: 

THE RICARDIAN WINDOWS IN PENRITH CHURCH: RICHARD, DUKE OF YORK, A LIFE: 

Mrs Pamela Spence. 

 

MEDIEVAL MEDICINE: Dr. T. Debney. 

RICHARD III AND SHAKESPEARE: Talk and poems by Mr J. Spence. 

 

PREFACES TO SHAKESPEARE BBC Radio 4: Series of talks on the historical background to the 

BBC Shakespeare plays: Brewster Mason (Warwick in RSC ‘Wars of the Roses’ 1963-4) on the 

‘Henry VI’ plays, Edward Woodward (Richard III, Ludlow, 1982) on ‘Richard III’. 

 

IN SEARCH OF. . .  USA TV Production (Soundtrack only on audio): ‘The Princes in the Tower’, 

narrated by Leonard Nimoy with Jeremy Potter (past Chairman, Richard III Society), Isolde Wigram 

(Former Secretary & Vice President, Richard III Society), Peter Hammond (of HM Tower of London).  

 

1982 

 

LORDS OF THE LAND BBC Radio 4 Series: The Noble House of Howard, The Fitzgeralds of 

Leinster, The Mostyns of Mostyn, The Percies out of Northumberland, The Stanleys of Knowsley. 

Family histories, documentaries and dramatised excerpts. (5 programmes.) 

 

1983 – 1984 

 

BOOKSHELF BBC Radio: Reviews and discussion with Desmond Seward, Jeremy Potter (past 

Chairman, Richard III Society), Rosemary Hawley Jarman. 

 

MIGHTY MYTHS BBC Radio: ‘Richard III – Hammer or Anvil?’ with Derek Robinson. 

 

WOMAN’S HOUR BBC Radio 4: ‘A King in Question’. Jennie Cuff with Desmond Seward, Jeremy 

Potter (past Chairman, Richard III Society), Diana Kleyn and Terry Hands of the RSC. 

 

IN THE AIR BBC Radio: Antony Holden interview with Society’s Patron HRH The Duke of 

Gloucester. 

 

GORDON THE ESCAPIST BBC Radio: Biography of Elizabeth Mackintosh (‘Gordon Daviot’ and 

‘Josephine Tey’). With Sir John Gielgud, etc. 

 

KALEIDOSCOPE BBC Radio 4: Reviews of Ricardian books and discussion with Desmond Seward, 

Sharon K. Penman, Michael Billington and Jeffrey Richards. 

 

1985 

 

HENRY TUDOR’S REAL FRIENDS BBC Radio 4: Roger Worsley investigates the events leading to 

Bosworth. 

 

ILL OF THE DEAD BBC Radio 3: Professor Sydney Anglo talk on Henry VII. 

 

BBC World Service: Penny Turk on Richard III with Desmond Seward, Dr. Carole Rawcliffe, etc. 

 

1987 

 

RADIO NORTHANTS. (BBC Radio 4 News Bulletin): Interviews with Theya Molleson and Dr. David 

Starkey on reported new light on the bones in connection with remains of Lady Anne Mowbray.  

 

BBC Radio: News coverage of Middleham Jewel sale at Sotheby’s. 

 

DOWN YOUR WAY BBC Radio 4: Brian Johnston visits to Tewkesbury (museum) and ‘Gloucester 

Arms’ Penrith. 
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1987 continued 

 

CITY WALK BBC Radio 4: Andy Price on tour of Leicester, including medieval remains. 

 

CITY FACES BBC Radio 3: Mark Girouard on ‘Bruges – the Manchester of the Middle Ages’. 

 

1991 – 1992 

 

THE ENGLISH BBC Radio 4: ‘Chivalry’ (Edward III to later Plantagenets). 

 

AGE TO AGE BBC Radio 4: Barry Cunliffe on the Dukes of Norfolk. Dramatised readings from 

Arundel Castle. 

 

OUTLOOK BBC World Service: Interviews with Elizabeth Nokes (Secretary and Editor of the 

Bulletin, Richard III Society) and Sir Ian McKellen. 

 

DEVIL’S ADVOCATE BBC Radio 4: Roy Hattersley defends Richard III’s reputation to Clive 

Anderson. 

 

MIDWEEK BBC Radio 4: Libby Purves interview with Jack Leslau on ‘Holbein Rebus’ theory. 

 

CONVERSATIONS WITH HISTORIANS BBC Radio 4: Dr. David Starkey on the early Tudors. 

 

TUESDAY LIVES BBC Radio 4: Joanna Buchan with Dennis Alston at Bosworth, ‘Plantagenet 

Society’, etc. 

 

1993 

 

A BAD PRESS BBC World Service: Richard III discussed by Anne Sutton (Editor of the Ricardian), 

Dr. Rosemary Horrox and Dr. David Starkey. 

 

THE BIG FIGHT FIASCO OF 1467 BBC Radio 3: Professor Sydney Anglo on the Smithfield 

Tournament between Lord Scales and the Bastard of Burgundy. 

 

KALEIDOSCOPE BBC Radio 4: ‘Middleham Requiem’; interviews with Geoff Davidson, Stephen 

Abler and Elizabeth Nokes (Secretary and Editor of the Bulletin, Richard III Society), with excerpts. 

(Complete recording also available.) 

 

MASTERMIND BBC TV: Various questions and answers on Richard III subjects and ‘Wars of the 

Roses’ items from programmes throughout the series. 

 

1994 

 

ARTHUR’S KNIGHT Part 6 BBC Radio 3: With Richard Griffiths (Malory), Michael Malony 

(Clarence). 

 

Barley Hall BBC RADIO 2 ARTS Programme: Interviews with Robert Hardy and York craftsmen. 

 

ANDERSON COUNTRY BBC Radio 4: Latest developments in the Bosworth / Dadlington battlefield 

site controversy. 

 

HINDSIGHT BBC Radio 4: Chris Andrews on ‘medieval rabbit rustling’. Includes surprise reference 

to Henry VII! 

 

WOMAN’S HOUR BBC Radio 4: Anne Crawford & others on ‘Letters of the Queens of England’. 

 

THE MADNESS OF KINGS BBC Radio 4: (Includes Charles VI of France and Henry VI.) 
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1995 

 

A PARADISE OF PINNACLES BBC Radio 3: Gothic architecture including visits to King’s College, 

Gloucester Cathedral and Glastonbury. 

 

THE AFTERNOON SHIFT BBC Radio 4: Dorothy Mitchell (The Society of Friends of King Richard 

III) and Sir Ian McKellen on filming Shakespeare’s ‘Richard III’. 

 

KINGMAKER 1471 Exhibition: Soundtrack and narration by Derek Jacobi of the Warwick Castle 

installation. 

 

1996 

 

BATTLING WITH THE PAST: The Wars of the Roses BBC Radio 4: With Alison Weir, Colin 

Richmond, Antony Goodman and Sandy Grant. 

 

1997 

 

WOMAN’S HOUR BBC Radio 4: ‘Sisters of Kings: Margaret of York’. Jennifer Chevalier with Dr. 

Rosemary Horrox. (Others in series: Morgan le Fay, Mary Tudor, Princess Sophia, Princess Louise.) 

 

2001 

 

BBC RADIO HEREFORD AND WORCESTER: Interview with Ralph Richardson, Chairman of the 

Worcestershire Branch. 

 

LOOK BACK IN ARMOUR BBC Radio 4: On the re-enactment ‘industry’. 

 

2003 

 

FRONT ROW BBC Radio 4: Review of ‘Gothic Art for England 1400 – 1547’ V & A Museum 

exhibition. 

 

STRAW POLL BBC Radio 4: Debates that ‘The Heritage Industry distorts British history’ with Jeffrey 

Richards. Terry Deary (author of ‘Horrible History’ series) on his visit and reaction to Bosworth, etc. 

 

KINGS AND QUEENS BBC Radio 4: Herbert and Eleanor Farjeon’s anthology performed by Julian 

Glover and Isla Blair. 

 

2004  

 

MAKING HISTORY BBC Radio 4: Sue Cook’s interview with Ann Wroe on Perkin Warbeck. 

 

IN OUR TIME BBC Radio 4: Melvyn Bragg chairs a discussion on Agincourt with insights into the 

latest research by authors and experts with Ann Curry, Dr. Michael K. Jones and John Watts. 

 

2005 

 

AS IT HAPPENS Canadian Broadcasting Co: Radio interview with John Ashdown-Hill on his 

research into the descendants of Margaret of York and mtcDNA. 

 

DESERT ISLAND DISCS BBC Radio 4: Dr. David Starkey interview with Sue Lawley and choice of 

favourite records etc. 

 

BOOK OF THE WEEK BBC Radio 4: 5 part adaptation of ‘AGINCOURT’ by Juliet Barker, read by 

Jane Lapotaire. 

 

2007 

 

NIGHTWAVES: BOOKS OF HOURS BBC Radio 3: With Kevin Jackson and Marta Hoffman. 
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2007 continued 

 

IN OUR TIME BBC Radio 4: Melvyn Bragg discusses Henry V and Joan of Arc with Matthew 

Bennett, Ann Curry and Malcolm Vale. 

 

MALORY: A TALE OF TWO TEXTS BBC Radio 3: On the manuscripts of ‘Morte D’Arthur’ with 

Richard Barber, Tim Sutherland on Towton, Martin Biddle at Winchester and Anne Sutton (Editor of 

the Ricardian). 

 

2008 

 

BOOK OF THE WEEK BBC Radio 4: 5 part adaptation of ‘THE KING’S GLASS’ by Carola Hicks 

read by Sam West, and an interview with the author by Andrew Marr on START THE WEEK. 

 

MAKING HISTORY BBC Radio 4: Alison Weir analyses the contradictory character of John Tiptoft, 

Edward IV’s Earl of Worcester, ‘ruthless butcher’ or ‘Renaissance humanist nobleman?’ 

 

GREAT LIVES BBC Radio 4: Henry VII discussed by Matthew Parris and Shadow Chancellor, 

George Osborne. 

 

MASTERMIND BBC TV: Questions and answers on King Edward IV, taken by Jennie Dunn (audio 

tape only). 

 

2009 

 

CELEBRITY MASTERMIND BBC2 TV: Philippa Gregory answers questions on Elizabeth Woodville, 

the subject of her novel The White Queen. Audio tape only. 

 

LIGHTS, CAMERA, LANDMARK BBC Radio 4: Looking at London film locations including 

Battersea Power Station, scene of the Battle of Bosworth in the McKellen/Loncraine film Richard III 

(1995). 

 

BEING PRINCE OF WALES BBC Radio 4: First of two episodes on the royal title holders; unusually 

it avoids any reference to Richard and the Tower Princes, passing swiftly from Henry V to Prince 

Arthur, unlike the 1969 TV programme (also available) to mark Prince Charles’ investiture, where 

narrator William Squire memorably declared that the Princes ‘took up residence in the Tower, which 

they entered with some hesitation, and alas were never heard of again!  When the people began to 

wonder what had happened, their uncle Richard announced very solemnly, that somehow or other they 

had died, and reluctantly accepted the fact that he would have to be king himself.’ 

 

MARCH PODCAST BBC History Magazine: Editor Dr David Musgrove discusses with author David 

Hipshon the events leading to Richard III’s death at Bosworth (see pages 23-5 June 2009 Bulletin). 

Kindly donated by Tim Tuggey, Reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LECTURES AND SYMPOSIA 
 

1973 

 

BOSWORTH CONFERENCE Leicester University (prior to battlefield development) 

(1) J. J. Bagley – Political background, the sequence of events leading to the Battle of Bosworth. 

(2) Dr. D. T. Williams – The Battle of Bosworth (revised in 1985). 

(3) Dr. D. T. Williams & E. C. Turner (Land Agent) – On development plans and tour of Battlefield. 

(4) Dr. D. T. Williams – Buckingham’s rebellion and the disappearance of the princes. 

(5) J. J. Bagley – The consequences of the Battle. 
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1983 

 

National Portrait Gallery ‘RICHARD III’ EXHIBITION Lectures: 

(1) Dr. A. L. Rowse – Richard III and the Battle of Bosworth. 

(2) C. A. J. Armstrong – Richard’s reputation. 

(3) Dr. Roy Strong (NPG) & Dr. John Fletcher – Richard III: the pursuit of a likeness (portraits and tree 

ring dating). 

 

1985 

 

BOSWORTH 500 Leicester University Quincentenary Symposium 

(1) Dr. R. L. Storey – Founding the Tudor dynasty. 

(2) Dr. D. T. Williams – Bosworth: the anatomy of a battle. 

(3) Jeremy Potter (past Chairman, Richard III Society) – Richard’s reputation: an historical perspective. 

 

RICHARD III SOCIETY Glazier’s Hall Symposium: Dr. A. J. Pollard – Mancini’s account of the 

events of 1483. 

 

RICHARD’S RELATIONS WITH THE ENGLISH NOBILITY (1977): Dr. Charles Ross. 

 

THE USURPATION OF RICHARD III: RICHARD’S ROAD TO THE THRONE – THE EVENTS 

OF APRIL – JUNE 1483 (1978): Dr. Charles Ross. 

 

THE PRESENT STATE OF RICARDIAN STUDIES (1983): Dr. Charles Ross. 

 

LECTURE TO THE AMERICAN BRANCH OF THE RICHARD III SOCIETY (1968): Dr. A. L. 

Rowse. 

 

CRIME AND THE LANDED CLASSES IN THE 15
TH

 CENTURY: Dr. D. T. Williams. 

 

RICHARD III – MAN OR MYTH?: Dr. Bruce Webster. 

 

RICHARD IN THE NORTH: Dr. Bruce Webster. 

 

RICHARD III – MYTH OR HISTORY?: Dr. Bruce Webster. 

 

THE ANCESTRY OF RICHARD III National Theatre (1980): Dr. Richard Proudfoot. 

 

RICHARD III SYMPOSIUM LECTURE Dartmouth College USA (1980): Professor Charles T. Wood 

& Peter Saccio – ‘Richard III: a Man for all Seasons’. 

 

London Branch Talks: 

THE MIDDLEHAM JEWEL: John Cherry (Museum of London). 

 

THE BATTLE OF BOSWORTH: Chris Gravett (author of Bosworth 1485 (Osprey Campaign Texts)). 

 

RICHARD III AND GRAPHOANALYSIS – The Handwriting Of Richard III Analysed: Bridget 

Hickey. 

 

2001 

 

ARE YOU BEING DECEIVED? PERPLEXING PORTRAITS FROM RICHARD III TO BARBARA 

PALMER, DUCHESS OF CLEVELAND: David Sox. NPG lecture. 

 

THE HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY OF A MASSED GRAVE FROM THE BATTLE OF 

TOWTON, 1461: Dr. Anthea Boylston. 

 

 

 

 



9 

 

2003 

 

THE ALTERNATIVE MEREVALE / ATHERSTONE SITE: Dr. Michael K. Jones (author of 

Bosworth 1485 Psychology of a Battle). 

 

APPROACHES TO RICHARD III, Mary, Queen of Scots, etc.: Reay Tannahill. (Novelist. Author of 

The Seventh Son). 

 

PERKIN WARBECK: Ann Wroe (author of Perkin – A History of Deception). 

 

2005 

 

HENRY VII: Tarnya Cooper curator of 16
th

 century paintings at the NPG explores the earliest example 

in their collection, which celebrated its 500
th

 anniversary in 2005. 

 

DRAMA: SHAKESPEARE AND CONTEMPORARIES 
 

As both audio and video material exists on the following, if members are interested in this area, or any 

specific actor or production, please ask for further information sheet, which details just what is 

available, recordings, reviews, photos etc. 

 

SIR HENRY IRVING (early Edison recording), SIR FRANK BENSON (1911) silent film excerpts 

from Stratford production, FREDERICK WARDE ‘The Life and Death of King Richard III’ (1912) 

(earliest surviving American silent Shakespeare film, BALIOL HOLLOWAY (1921), JOHN 

BARRYMORE (1929), SIR DONALD WOLFIT (1941), SIR LAURENCE OLIVIER (1955), PAUL 

DANEMAN (TV 1960, Radio 1967), IAN HOLM (TV 1963, Radio 1985), NORMAN RODWAY 

(1970), LEONARD ROSSITER (1971), RICHARD BRIERS (1972), ROBERT HIRSCH (French 

1973), IAN RICHARDSON (1975), RAMAZ CHIKVADZE (Georgian 1979), JOHN WOOD 

(1979/80), ALAN HOWARD (1980), EDWARD WOODWARD (1982), RON COOK (TV 1982), 

ANTONY SHER (1984), ANTON LESSER (1988), ANDREW JARVIS (1988), DEREK JACOBI 

(1988), SIR IAN MCKELLEN (1990), SIMON RUSSELL-BEALE (1992), BARRIE RUTTER 

(1992), TOM SMITH (Henry VI, Part 3, 1994), DAVID TROUGHTON (1996), AL PACINO (film 

1997), ROBERT LINDSAY (1998), AIDEN MCARDLE (2001), KENNETH BRANAGH (2001 stage 

and audio cassette versions), RICHARD CLOTHIER (2001 Rose Rage), KATHRYN HUNTER 

(2003), HENRY GOODMAN (2003), DOUGLAS HENSHALL (2004). 

 

1969 

 

PERKIN WARBECK by John Ford BBC Radio 3: Barrie Ingham: Warbeck, Charles Grey: Henry VII. 

 

1977 

 

VIVAT REX BBC Radio 4: Shakespeare’s histories and other plays, covering reigns of Edward II to 

Henry VIII. Narrated by Richard Burton. Episodes from ‘Henry VI’, ‘Richard III’, ‘Perkin Warbeck: 

The Paper Crown’, ‘Warwick the Kingmaker’, ‘The Tower’, ‘Princes in the Tower’, ‘Ghosts’, ‘The 

Pretender’. (Complete series also available). 

 

1997 

 

THERE IS NO CREATURE LOVES ME London Film Festival / National Film Theatre: Sir Ian 

McKellen introduces and comments on Richard III on film and TV. With excerpts. Available on video. 

 

ROLE PLAY BBC Radio 3: Michael Billington discusses playing ‘Richard III’ with RSC actors Simon 

Russell-Beale and David Troughton. 

 

2002 

 

RICHARD III: With Kenneth Branagh at The Crucible, Sheffield. 

 

HENRY VI: The trilogy adapted into 2 parts and retitled Rose Rage. 
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2007 

 

SHAKESPEARE SOURCEBOOK SERIES: Derek Jacobi narrates excerpts from the play, featuring 

Olivier, Peter Finch, Kenneth Branagh, Antony Sher etc to accompany the published text with notes 

and essays (Methuen Drama 2007). 

 

MODERN DRAMA 
 

1955 

 

THE SUN OF YORK: By Olivia Wigram. With Leslie French as Richard III. 

 

RICHARD OF BORDEAUX: By Gordon Daviot  (Josephine Tey). Soundtrack of BBC TV production 

starring Peter Cushing. 

 

1964 

 

THE GOLDEN YOKE OF SOVEREIGNTY Series by Lydia Ragosin BBC Radio 4: 

 

TIME HONOURED LANCASTER: (Richard II and John of Gaunt) with John Moffat, Stephen 

Murray. 

 

THE SUN IN SPLENDOUR: (Edward IV and Warwick) with Robert Hardy, William Squire. 

 

A CRY OF TREASON: (Richard III) with Stephen Murray, William Fox, Barbara Cooper. 

 

A CROWN FOR THE STRONG: (Henry VII) with Hayden Jones, Ralph Truman. 

 

1966 

 

THE QUEEN AND THE WELSHMAN BBC2 TV: By Rosemary Anne Sisson (Katherine de Valois 

and Owen Tudor). With Dorothy Tutin, Derek Godfrey, Jeremy Brett. 

 

1968 

 

RICHARD OF BORDEAUX BBC Radio 4: By Gordon Daviot (Josephine Tey). Martin Jarvis as 

Richard II. 

 

1971 

 

THE SHADOW OF THE TOWER BBC TV Series. [Parts 10 and 11 also available on video.] 

James Maxwell as Henry VII – 13 episodes (each approximately 90 minutes). 

(1) Crown in Jeopardy (Bosworth and Lovell), (2) Power in the Land (Stafford rebellion), (3) The 

Schooling of Apes & (4) The Crowning of Apes (Simnel and Stoke), (5) The Serpent and the Comforter 

(Henry VII & heretic), (6) The White Hart & (7) A Fly in the Ointment (Warbeck), (8) The Princely 

Gift (Cabot), (9) Do the Sheep Sin? (Warbeck), (10) The Man Who Never Was, (11) The Strange 

Shapes of Reality, (12) The Fledgling (Warwick and Warbeck), (13) The King Without a Face (deaths 

of Elizabeth and Henry VII). 

 

1973 

 

A CROWN BY TREASON: By Joseph Fletcher. Winchester Dramatic Society. 

 

1975 

 

CHURCHILL’S PEOPLE BBC TV Series: A Wilderness of Roses. Gemma Jones as Margaret Paston. 

 

THE ROYAL GAME: By Stuart Vaughan. Readings from Act 1 at USA AGM and Isolde Wigram’s 

(Former Secretary & Vice President, Richard III Society) address to Society. 
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1978 

 

RICHARD III, PART TWO BBC Radio 3: By David Pownall. Imaginative ‘time-shift’ musical drama, 

interwoven between Richard III in 1484-5, George Orwell writing ‘1984’ in 1948, and launch of 

‘Bosworth’ board game in 1985. Preceded by interview with author and composer Stephen Boxer. Cast 

includes Stephen Boxer, Harriet Walter, Eric Richard, Joe Marcell. (Paines Plough Theatre Company). 

 

1982 

 

THE DAUGHTER OF TIME BBC Radio 4: Updated dramatisation of Josephine Tey’s novel. With 

Peter Gilmore, Francis Jeater, Alex Jennings. 

 

THE DAUGHTER OF TIME: Abridged version of the novel read by Derek Jacobi. 

 

1983 

 

A TRAIL OF BLOOD BBC Radio 4: Dramatisation of Jeremy Potter’s (past Chairman, Richard III 

Society) novel. With Jack May, Michael Kitchen. 

 

1985 

 

ECHO OF THE DRAGON BBC Radio 4: By Rob Gittins. Rhys ap Thomas and Bosworth, with 

Norman Rodway. 

 

1987 

 

TOM, DICKON, HARRY BBC Radio 4: By Christopher Denys. Comedy drama set in 1484, meeting 

of Caxton, Margaret Beaufort, Henry Tudor, etc. 

 

2006 

 

DR WHO: ‘The Kingmaker’ by Nev Fountain with Peter Davidson (The Doctor), Stephen Beckett 

(Richard), plus Arthur Smith, Jon Culshaw etc. 

 

THE PASTON LETTERS BBC Radio 4: 10 x 15 min part dramatisation with Rosemary Leach (Agnes) 

and Geraldine James (Margaret). 

 

 

MUSIC RECORDINGS 
 

RICHARD III – A MUSICAL PORTRAIT OF HIS TIME BBC Radio 3: Antony Rooley and The 

Consort of Musike. (Recorded at Middleham Castle 1983). 

 

RICHARD III – WORDS AND MUSIC BBC Radio 3: Alison Bauld based on Lady Anne’s speech 

from ‘Richard III’ (modern music). 

 

RICHARD III BBC Radio: Symphonic poem by Smetana (1856). Based on Shakespeare’s play, with 

BBC Radio introductions. 

 

RICHARD III: Overture by Edward German for Richard Mansfield production (1889). Besses o’ the 

Barn Band (brass). Roy Newsome. 

 

THE MIDDLEHAM REQUIEM: By Geoffrey Davidson. (Recorded at Fotheringhay Church 1993). 

Narrated by Arthur Cockerill. 

THE FALCON AND THE FETTERLOCK: Live performance by The Cardinall’s Music at 

Fotheringhay Church (2003). 

 

ROYAL WINTER MUSIC: GLOUCESTER: Hans Werner Henze (David Tannenbaum – guitar). 

 




